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Benefits of Renting

Affordability

With average home prices exceeding $1 million, renting
provides access to desirable neighbourhoods without
the burden of a mortgage or property taxes.

Flexibility

Renting is ideal for those who may need to relocate for
work, education, or personal reasons.

Less Responsibility
Most repairs and maintenance are handled by
landlords, reducing the time and cost of upkeep.

Lower Upfront Costs

Renting typically requires only a last month's rent
deposit, making it more financially accessible than
buying.

Access to Amenities

Many rental properties offer amenities like fitness
centers, pools, and security systems that would be
costly to install and maintain as a homeowner.

Many renters use this time to build credit, save for a down
payment, or explore neighbourhoods before committing to
homeownership.



Common Rental Myths
in Ontario

1 Myth: "Landlords can raise the rent
whenever they want."

Fact: Most Ontario rentals built before November 15,
2018 are covered by rent control. Rent can only
increase once every 12 months with 90 days' written
notice, and only by the government-set guideline.

2 Myth: "Verbal agreements don't count."

Fact: Verbal agreements are legally binding in
Ontario—but a written lease provides clarity and
protection for both parties.

3 Myth: "A damage deposit is required.”

Fact: Ontario landlords are only permitted to request
a last month's rent deposit. Damage or cleaning
deposits are not legal.

4 Myth: "You'll be evicted for one late rent
payment."

Fact: Eviction is a formal legal process. Typically, a
landlord will serve an N4 notice allowing the tenant
14 days to pay before further action.

5 Myth: "Student or newcomer status can
disqualify you."
Fact: Discrimination based on age, income source,
race, or immigration status is illegal under the
Ontario Human Rights Code.
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Apartment Hunting Checklist:
Greater Toronto Area

Finding the perfect apartment in the GTA means balancing your essential
needs with desirable amenities. Use this checklist to help you make
informed decisions during your apartment search without compromising on
what matters most.

Must-Have: Two Bedrooms

Ensure adequate space for your living needs.

Must-Have: Pet-Friendly Building

Confirm pet policies before signing a lease.

Must-Have: Close to GO Transit

Check proximity to public transportation options.

Must-Have: Parking Included

Verify parking availability and any additional costs.

Nice-to-Have: Balcony or Patio

Consider outdoor space for added comfort.

Nice-to-Have: In-Suite Laundry

Check laundry facilities and their location.

Nice-to-Have: Gym or Rooftop Amenities

Explore available building amenities that enhance lifestyle.







GTA Apartment Hunting Checklist

Use this comprehensive checklist during apartment viewings to ensure you gather all the information needed to make an
informed decision.

Building Information
e Year built and any recent renovations

e Security features (concierge, cameras, entry system)

« Elevator reliability and maintenance schedule
« Noise levels between units and from street

e Building rules and restrictions

Unit Features

e Square footage and layout efficiency

@ﬁ « Storage space (closets, pantry, storage locker)
e Window gquality and natural light exposure
= Kitchen appliances (age, condition, included items)

e Bathroom fixtures and ventilation

Financial Considerations
« Monthly rent and payment methods accepted
« Utilities included vs. tenant responsibility
S = Average utility costs (ask current tenants if possible)
e Security deposit and first/last month requirements

¢ Lease terms and renewal conditions

Neighborhood Assessment

e Walk Score and proximity to daily necessities

+ Nearby grocery stores, pharmacies, and restaurants
@ » Distance to GO Transit and TTC connections

o Safety of area (day/night observations)

+ Local parks and recreational spaces

Create something else

Take photos during your viewing and don't hesitate to ask the landlord or property manager detailed questions. A
thorough inspection now can prevent surprises later.
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Average Rent (CAD)

4000

Toronto Neighbourhoods: Rent Comparison and Affordability
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Regional Rental Characteristics in the
GTA

Mississauga Brampton Caledon

Best For: Professionals, Best For: Large households, Best For: Privacy-seekers,

newcomers, families budget renters rural lifestyle

Challenges: Rising condo Challenges: Legal unit Challenges: Car

prices, limited low-cost units verification, transit gaps dependency, scarce
inventory

Understanding each area's strengths and challenges can help you make an informed rental decision

based on your specific needs and lifestyle preferences.



Regardless of where you choose, it's
essential to:

Review the lease carefully

Ask about what's included (utilities, parking, snow removal)

Confirm the legal status of the unit

Visit the neighbourhood at different times of day

Peel Region is rapidly growing, with significant infrastructure and housing investment. With the right
planning, it can offer renters a high quality of life at a price point often more attainable than central
Toronto.
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Rental Stock in York Region

Types of Rentals

Newly constructed high-rise condos
Townhomes and stacked townhouses

Legal basement apartments and
accessory suites

Detached homes in residential
subdivisions

Rural homes and estate rentals in northern
towns

Transportation

While not as transit-rich as Toronto, York
Region is rapidly expanding infrastructure,
including VIVA rapid bus routes, GO Transit
access, and the Toronto subway Line 1
extension.



Rental Market Overview

® L,

One-bedroom condos Two-bedroom units Basement apartments
$2,100-$2,400 $2,400-$2,800 $1,600-$1,900












York Region Rental
Guide: Find Your
Perfect Home

York Region offers a multifaceted rental landscape, with
urban options in the south and tranguil living in the north.
Whether you're a newcomer seeking a multicultural city, a
professional looking to be near tech corridors, or a family in
search of space and schools, York provides appealing
choices, if you know where to look.

28 @

Vaughan Richmond Hill
Professionals, young Families, seniors
families

Good schools, calm vibe,
Subways, new condos, strong community

urban lifestyle VIVA, GO

TTC Line 1, YRT

O g

Markham Northern

Tech workers, students, Municipalities

immigrants Retirees, space-seekers,

: : ; nature lovers
Diverse, innovative, modern

housing stock Rural charm, large homes,

GO, VIVA, YRT lakes and parks

GO (limited), car required




Key Considerations Before Leasing in
York Region

v & {3

Unit Legality Transit & Maintenance Lease Terms

Verify the legal status Commute Times Responsibilities Review

of the unit (especially Ask about transit Clarify responsibilities Review lease terms

basement apartments) options and commuting  for maintenance, snow,  carefully, especially in
times and garbage privately managed

homes
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Durham Region: Key Characteristics &
Population Niches

Commuters Families

Working in Toronto, with GO Train access. Seeking spacious, safe, and community-
focused neighbourhoods.

Students & Young Professionals Retirees & Remote Workers
Especially near Ontario Tech University and Drawn to quieter rural settings in the northern
Durham College. communities.

Despite growing urbanization, Durham is less walkable and transit-rich compared to central Toronto.
Most households still rely on private vehicles. However, GO Transit expansion, Metrolinx planning, and
local bus improvements continue to enhance connectivity.



Rental Market Overview

1 One-bedroom 2 Basement units 3 Townhomes (2-3
condos/apartments $1,600-$1.850 beds)
$1,900-$2,200 $2,400-$2,800



Rental Market Overview
GR ®

One-bedroom units Two-bedroom

$1,800-$2,100 townhomes
$2,200-$2,600

0D

Basement suites
$1,400-$1,700









Rental Market Overview

One-bedroom Student suites/shared Full homes (3+ beds)
apartments housing
$2,400-$2,800

$1,600-$1,900 $600-$900/room



Rental Market Snapshot

Key Areas Pricing Overview

+ Bowmanville and Courtice: Suburban homes, + One-bedroom units: $1,500-$1,800
legal basement units = Two-bedroom homes: $2,000-$2,400

* Newcastle and Orono: Smaller towns with » Basement units and rural suites: $1,200-

family homes and in-law suites $1,600

« Uxbridge and Port Perry (Scugog): Rural
rentals, lakeside cottages

Lifestyle Considerations
These areas are best suited for renters with vehicles, as public transit is limited. Clarington has growing
retail centres, trails, and future GO Transit expansion, making it more viable for Toronto commuters in the

near future. North Durham offers peace and privacy, often with larger lots and proximity to lakes, forests,
and farms.

Durham Region: Snapshot

@) g HA)

Pickering & Ajax Whitby & Oshawa Clarington & Rural
Ideal For: Commuters, families Ideal For: Families, students, Ideal For: Retirees, remote
Rent: $1,800-$2,200 professionals workers
Transit: GO Train, DRT Rent: $1,600-$2,100 Rent: $1,500-$1,800
Highlights: Lakeside parks, Transit: GO Train, DRT Transit: Limited (future GO
trails, schools Highlights: Heritage charm, plans)
university access Highlights: Quiet, space, car-
dependent
Before Renting in Durham

1. Research 2. Visit

the legal status of basement or accessory the area at different times to evaluate noise,

units commute, and safety

3. Verify 4.Plan

utility and maintenance responsibilities, realistic commutes using GO Transit maps and

especially in rural leases CRT schedules

As infrastructure grows and housing demand spills outward from Toronto, Durham will continue to
evolve—and remain a smart option for both short-term flexibility and long-term living.
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